
       Landlords face bigger tax bill
The phase in of tax relief changes first introduced in April 2017 will 
reach completion this year. Under the old system, landlords could 
deduct all mortgage interest payments from their tax bill, meaning 
they were only taxed on their profits. Now, they’ll be taxed on all 
rental income and given a 20% tax credit, with higher and additional 
rate taxpayers set to take the biggest hit.

       Section 21 Notices to be repealed
The Conservatives’ election manifesto reaffirmed the party’s 
intention to abolish the contentious Section 21 Notice, more 
commonly known as ‘no-fault eviction’, and revise the fault-based 
Section 8 process – we expect 2020 to see significant movement in 
this area.

       Electrical checks regulations
New legislation will require landlords to ensure electrical checks are 
carried out at their properties from 1 July 2020 for new tenancies, 
and by April 2021 for existing ones – or face a fine of £30,000. 

       The fallout of the Tenant Fees ban
June 2019 saw the Tenant Fees Act come into force, prohibiting 
landlords from charging extra fees to tenants, such as administration 
fees. Commentators believe that 2020 will be the year that we will 
fully understand the effect the Act has had on the market.

       New energy efficiency obligations    
       for landlords 
From this April, landlords will have to ensure that their property 
has at least an energy efficiency rating of ‘E’, with failure to do so 
resulting in their properties being classed as ‘unrentable’. What’s 
more, they’ll have to pay out of their own pocket (up to a cap of 
£3,500) to increase their rating to the required standard. 

Property Owners – What 2020 Holds in Store
The Property Owners landscape is set for some big changes this year, so we’ve compiled 
a top 10 list of what landlords should watch out for in 2020.  
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So there you have it...our top 10 list for what the property market holds in store 
this year. Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any of the above points 
with us, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

       Overseas buyers could face Stamp  
       Duty surcharge
One change expected to be announced in the March Budget is 
a 3% Stamp Duty Land Tax (SDLT) surcharge for foreign buyers, 
which would function much like the existing surcharge imposed on 
domestic buyers of second properties. 

       A step further down the path of  
       leasehold reforms?
In January this year, the Law Commission published proposals for 
reforms to the controversial leasehold system, including rules for 
lease extensions and the purchase of freeholds. Many homeowners 
face prohibitive costs and spiralling ground rents and service 
charges, meaning that these proposals will come as welcome news.

       House prices to grow only modestly
Despite much talk about the ‘Boris bounce’ and confidence 
returning to the market following the Conservatives’ landslide 
general election win, experts including Savills and Rightmove predict 
subdued growth in the property market this year – although the 
longer-term forecast looks more positive. 

       Rogue landlord database to be  
       opened to tenants
The rogue landlord database, which was introduced in the Housing 
and Planning Act 2016 and went live in April 2018, is currently only 
open to local authorities. Recent announcements have revealed 
the government’s intention to open it up to tenants and the general 
public.

       Competitive buy to let 
       mortgage rate
Finally some good news for landlords – buy to let mortgage rates 
are set to get competitive this year! Landlords should look at 
switching in 2020 while the low-rate mortgage environment prevails 
– especially with the prospect of higher costs on the horizon.
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